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Dinosaur Discovery club 
Packet of Program Materials  

 

Program objectives: The Rio Rancho libraries have seen an increase in attendance to programs that target 
young boys, such as the Lego Club.  The libraries would like to build on that interest and host a program, 
called Dinosaur Discovery Club, targeted at boys ages 5-8 that would also engage them with the library 
materials. The program will include both fiction and non-fiction dinosaur books.   The program will be 
evaluated by initial attendance as well as continued participation in the 4-week program.  The library aims 
to have each child read and talk about one dinosaur book each week.  The reading board posted in the 
Youth Services area and presented in Week One of the program will show the club members’ (or explorers) 
reading over the course of the program and hopefully encourage healthy competition between the 
explorers to read more than the others in the Club.  If the program is successful and there is sufficient 
interest, the library could consider hosting the Club during the summer months, too.  A survey for both 
parents and explorers will be distributed during the final Club meeting to see what elements worked and 
what didn’t.  The final week will provide an opportunity for the explorers to show off what they learned 
during the Club meetings and museum tour. 

Program packet contents: 

1. Program flyer 
2. Program lesson plans 

a. Week One- Dinosaur introductions 
b. Week Two- All about Coelophysis 
c. Week Three- New Mexico Museum of Natural History tour 
d. Week Four- Test your dinosaur knowledge 

3. Bibliography of materials 
4. Museum of Natural History Fossil Kit- list of contents 
5. Dinosaur Tour Scavenger Hunt worksheet  

Online resources: 

• Coelophysis site: http://nmstatefossil.org/  
• NM Museum of Natural History fossil kits: http://nmnaturalhistory.org/kits.html        
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Do you love dinosaurs?  Do you want to learn more about dinosaurs?  Do you want to 
meet new friends and talk about dinosaurs?  If that is you, join your fellow dinosaur 
explorers in the Dinosaur Discovery Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinosaur explorers will read about dinosaurs with the librarian and then play games, do crafts, 
and share about dinosaurs with the other explorers.  The Club will also have visits from 

paleontologists from the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and archeologists from the 
University of New Mexico.  The final day of the program will be a field trip to the New Mexico 

Museum of Natural History. 

 

The Dinosaur Discovery Club is free but limited to 15 participants.  Please register with 
Heidi Henderson at the Youth Services desk or at 555-6270. 

 

Join the Dinosaur  

Discovery  

club 
Coelophysis, New Mexico’s State Fossil  

 

Dinosaur Discovery Club 

March 2-30 from 10-11 a.m. 

Lomo Colorado Main Library 

Ages: 5-8 



Dinosaur program- week one 

Dinosaur introDuctions 

 

 

• Introduction 
o Hand out Dinosaur Discovery Club badges (Figure 1) 
o What does each explorer like about dinosaurs?  What do they 

hope to learn in the Club?  What is their favorite dino?  Why? 
o Go over the Club’s agenda for the length of the program 
o Explain that a portion of the dinosaur books in the library’s 

collection will be put aside on reserve for use only by Club 
members during the duration of the Club. 

• Dinosaur Discovery Club reading board  
o A large poster will be displayed in the Youth Services area with each explorer’s name listed. 
o Each explorer will receive one sticker on the chart for each dinosaur book they read throughout 

the program. The explorer will need to summarize the book to the program leader either during 
the week or during the weekend program.  The explorer with the most stickers will win Fandex 
Family Field Guides: Dinosaurs or a dinosaur model. 

• Dino bucks 
o The explorers can earn “dino bucks” for each dinosaur book read and presented to the rest of 

the explorers.   
o Dino bucks can be turned in for prizes throughout the program. 
o Prizes include stickers, pencils, bookmarks, and books. 

• Read Encyclopedia Prehistorica Dinosaurs : The Definitive Pop-Up by Robert Sabuda. 
• Craft- Design a dinosaur 

o Provide the explorers with craft supplies such as clay, paper, markers, and other art supplies 
and ask them to build a dinosaur. 

o They can craft a realistic dinosaur or create their own. 
o Does it have two heads?  Does it fly?  Swim?  What does it eat? 
o After the dinos are created, ask the explorers to talk about their creations with the rest of the 

explorers. 
o The creations will be displayed in the display case in the Youth Services area for the duration of 

the program. 
• Read Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs by Ian Whybrow. 
• Conclusion- remind the explorers about the weekly reading and opportunities to earn dino bucks or 

stickers on the chart.   

 

Figure 1: Dinosaur Discovery Club 
badge from createabadge.co.uk 



Dinosaur program- week two 

all about coelophysis  

 

• Introductions- the explorers are able to share dinosaur books they’ve read over the last week to 
earn dino bucks. 

• Coelophysis introduction 
o Coelophysis is the state fossil of New Mexico.  What do the explorers know about the 

dinosaur? 
o Present facts about Coelophysis and the fossil discovery from http://nmstatefossil.org/ 
o Example: “The Triassic dinosaur Coelophysis is world famous because thousands of skeletons 

of this early dinosaur were found in a fossil bone bed at Ghost Ranch in Rio Arriba County, 
New Mexico. Known only from New Mexico, Coelophysis is a uniquely New Mexican 
dinosaur. On March 17, 1981, the New Mexico State Legislature designated Coelophysis as 
the Official State Fossil of New Mexico.” 

o Have a large map available to show the explorers where Ghost Ranch is located. 
o Have a geologic time scale available to discuss the Triassic period versus the current 

Quaternary period. 
• Read Dinosaur Ghosts: The Mystery of Coelophysis by J. Lynette Gillette. 
• Explorers will be given the opportunity to explore the Fossil Kit from the NM Museum of Natural 

History. 
• Explorers will make a fossil craft (Figure 2) 

o Small toys will be available to press into a flat 
piece of clay 

o The clay will be placed in a basin made of 
aluminum foil. 

o Plaster of Paris will be poured over the imprinted 
clay.   

o The foil can be removed after the plaster dries. 
The fossils will be available for the students to 
take home on Week Four. 

• Conclusion- remind the explorers about the weekly reading and opportunities to earn dino bucks or 
stickers on the chart.   
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2:  http://www.thecraftyclassroom  

http://nmstatefossil.org/


Dinosaur program- week three 

museum of natural history tour 

 

The explorers and their families will meet at the library to caravan to the Museum in Albuquerque.  
Explorers will participate in the dinosaur tour at the museum.  The museum advertises the program as, 
“What is as dinosaur anyway? This program introduces dinosaurs and other prehistoric animals to the 
classrooms and focus on what dinosaurs were, when and how they lived.” 

• Introductions in the Museum classroom 
o Mr. Chris Sanchez, the museum volunteer coordinator, will be introduced 
o The explorers are able to share dinosaur books they’ve read over the last week to earn dino 

bucks. 
• Mr. Sanchez (or one of his volunteers) will lead the tour 
• Explorers will complete the dinosaur tour scavenger hunt activity on the tour (see attached) 
• The tour will conclude in the Museum classroom and each explorer will talk about one thing they 

learned during the tour. 
• The explorers will be asked to learn more about one dinosaur they saw at the Museum and present it 

to the Club at the next meeting. 
• Explorers will receive dino bucks for a completed scavenger hunt worksheet. 
• Conclusion- remind the explorers about the weekly reading and opportunities to earn dino bucks or 

stickers on the chart.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dinosaur program- week four 

test your Dinosaur knowleDge 

 

• Introductions-the explorers are able to share dinosaur books they’ve read over the last week to 
earn dino bucks. 

• Dinosaur presentations  
o Each explorer was asked at the Museum tour to learn more about one dinosaur and present 

the information to the Club. 
o Each explorer will present his/her dinosaur to the Club. 

• Read The Super Hungry Dinosaur by Martin Waddell 
• Dinosaur Discovery Club Jeopardy 

o The explorers will be divided into two teams. 
o On the wall, there will be 6 columns of categories and then 5 rows of values (in this case, 

not money but dinosaur bones), just like on Jeopardy! 
o Each team will choose a category and a value (for example, Triassic dinosaurs for 4 bones) 

and try to answer the question as a team.  If they miss the question, the other team will be 
able to try to answer the question. 

o The team with the most bones after all of the questions have been answered will get a 
prize. 

• Read Dinosaur Pet by Marc Sedaka (and sing the song, too!)  
• The fossils from Week Two and the evaluations will be handed out to the explorers and the winner 

for most books read on the reading board will be awarded. 
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Fossil Kit
What is a fossil?
What kinds of fossils are there?
Geologic Time

Fossils
Coprolite Gastrolith
Ankylosaur Ammonite
Dinosaur Egg Permian Track
Cretaceous Limestone Eocene Fish
Oyster Soft Shell Turtle
Inoceramid Clam Dragonfly
Shark Petroleum
Dinosaur Bone Phytosaur
Fern Horsetail Rush
Allosaurus Velociraptor
Tyrannosaurus rex

Activity
Fossil Dig Prehistory Mystery
Make a Fossil Timeline
Dig for the Answer

Glossary
Bibliography



Dinosaur Scavenger Hunt

1801 Mountain Road NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104
www.NMNaturalhistory.org
The Museum is a division of the State of New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs.
The Museum is accessible to all visitors. Education Division 7/03

NAME ______________________________________

1. Which dinosaurs welcomed you to the Museum?

_________________________________
2. What is New Mexico’s State Fossil?

_________________________________
3. What is the only dinosaur in the Dawn of the Dinosaurs
mural?

_________________________________
4.  This dinosaur is so big, only his leg fits into the Museum.

_________________________________
5. Which plant-eating dinosaur had bony plates on its
back and tail?

_________________________________
6. Find the dinosaur skull whose name means “five-horned
face.”

_________________________________
7. What fossils came from a dinosaur, but were not part of
its body?

_________________________________
8. These baby dinosaurs are hatching from eggs in a nest.

_________________________________
9. Look up to find this “terrible lizard” with big teeth.

_________________________________
10. How did these footprints get onto the roof of a cave?

_________________________________
11. These dinosaur bones need  to be put back together.

_________________________________
12. What’s the name of the longest dinosaur found in New
Mexico.

_________________________________

Make a list of other dinosaurs
that you find in the Museum.

Remember:
Dinosaurs only lived during the
Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous
periods. They did not live in the
water, and they did not fly.



Dinosaur Scavenger Hunt—Adult Page
Note to the teacher:  This scavenger hunt can be done as a chaperone-led activity, with the adult
reading the clues to the children.  Or the first page can be copied, with each child filling in the answers on her
own page. Either way, make sure the chaperone has a copy of both pages.

To avoid a traffic jam, you may want to stagger the groups, with some groups visiting the Naturalist Center
or other areas of the Museum, while the other groups complete the scavenger hunt.  You also can have each
group start at a different numbered clue to help spread them out.

1. Which dinosaurs welcomed you to the Museum? Hint—just outside the front door

2. What is the official state fossil of New Mexico? Hint—look in the Atrium

3. Find the Triassic Mural (at the end of the Origins exhibit).  What is the only dinosaur in the mural? Hint—
stripes

4.  This dinosaur is so big, only his leg fits into the Museum. Hint—look for bones in Age of Giants

5. Which plant-eating dinosaur had spikes on its back and head? Hint—look for bones in Age of Giants

6. Find the dinosaur skull whose name means five-horned face. Hint—“penta” means five (NM Seacoast)

7. What fossils came from a dinosaur, but were not part of its body? Hint—look for trace fossils (NM Seacoast)

8. These baby dinosaurs are hatching from eggs in a nest. Hint—find them in the forest (NM Seacoast)

9. Look up to find this “terrible lizard.” Hint—it became extinct at the end of the Cretaceous (NM Seacoast)

10. How did these footprints get onto the roof of a cave? Hint—look up (NM Seacoast)

11. These dinosaur bones needs to be put back together. Hint—it’s a puzzle (FossilWorks)

12. Find the picture of the longest dinosaur found in New Mexico. Hint—it’s inside FossilWorks

Note to the chaperone:  Children often race to complete activities such as this. Help them slow down by
asking questions about the dinosaurs, reading labels to them, and encouraging them to look for additional
dinosaurs in the Museum. Use the hints only if they are unable to find the answers on their own.


